
The Massachusetts General Hospital Center for Breast      
Cancer is an international leader in breast cancer research 
and patient care. Its physicians and scientists have made 
decisive advances in breast cancer diagnosis, therapy, and 
prevention benefiting women worldwide. The center’s goals 
are to prevent more breast cancers, cure more women with 
breast cancer, improve the quality of life for all breast cancer 
patients, and empower breast cancer survivors to return to a 
full and active lifestyle.
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The ESSCO-Slater Family Chair
in Surgical Oncology

In 2015, we embarked on a new initiative to help raise         
$2 million to establish an MGH Endowed Chair in Surgical 
Oncology. The inaugural incumbent of the chair will be Dr. 
Kenneth K. Tanabe, chief of Surgical Oncology at MGH and 
deputy clinical director of the Mass. General Cancer Center. 
An MGH Endowed Chair is the highest honor that can be     
bestowed upon a physician at MGH and we are honored to 
be part of this initiative.

Dr. Tanabe has been a true partner with the ESSCO-MGH 
Breast Cancer Research Fund and his leadership has been 
instrumental in all of our endeavors, ensuring our hard-
raised dollars make the greatest possible impact. In addi-
tion to vetting the breast cancer research we fund, Dr. Ta-
nabe’s own research focuses on the reversal of cirrhosis 
and prevention of liver cancer, and the development of novel 
viral gene therapy agents for the treatment of primary liver 
tumors and liver metastases. Dr. Tanabe’s clinical practice 
focuses on melanoma and liver surgery. Once established, 
the ESSCO-Slater Family Chair in Surgical Oncology will sup-
port Dr. Tanabe’s research, teaching & leadership activities.

Through the ESSCO-MGH Breast Cancer Research Fund 
we have pledged $1 million to support this initiative with 
a commitment to raise $200,000 annually for five years.                 
Ellen Slater and family – long-time friends and supporters of 
the ESSCO-MGH Breast Cancer Research Fund – have also 
made a major commitment to help reach the total endow-
ment goal of $2 million. 

We are thrilled to have the ESSCO and Slater names               
associated with excellence in surgical oncology and cancer             
research at MGH in perpetuity.
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About the Fund
The ESSCO-MGH Breast Cancer Research Fund was established  
in  December 1994  by Albert Cohen, then-CEO of Electronic 
Space Systems Corporation (ESSCO). At that time, Cohen’s 
33-year-old daughter had been diagnosed with breast cancer 
and successfully treated at the Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal (MGH) Cancer Center. Cohen established the fund to sup-
port breast cancer research efforts at MGH and speed progress 
toward a cure. Twenty years later, the fund is not only achieving 
but also exceeding Cohen’s initial goals.

Celebrating 20 Years 
In addition to honoring William F. Leisman, our 2015 Honoree, 
for his longtime support and dedication, we also proudly cel-
ebrate reaching two major milestones in 2015: 1) 20 years of 
fundraising for breast cancer research at MGH and 2) reach-
ing our initial endowment goal of $5 million, enabling us to 
fund groundbreaking breast cancer research in perpetuity. 
These achievements would not have been possible without our           
donors’ generous support.

100% of all donations raised by the ESSCO-MGH Breast Cancer 
Research Fund go directly to Mass General Hospital.

A New Initiative
The ESSCO-Slater Family Chair in Surgical Oncology
While we continue to grow our endowment to support innovative 
breast  cancer  research,  we  are  excited  to  announce  a  new
fundraising initiative to establish the ESSCO-Slater Family Chair 
in Surgical Oncology at MGH. The inaugural incumbent of the 
chair will be Dr. Kenneth K. Tanabe, chief of Surgical Oncology, 
deputy clinical director of the Mass General Cancer Center, and 
the man who has guided our efforts since 1999.

What the Fund Supports
The ESSCO-MGH Breast Cancer Research Fund is an important 
partner in advancing breast cancer research and treatment at 
MGH. The fund has supported many initiatives, including:

Training the Next Generation
Breast cancer surgeons at MGH are committed to training the next 
generation of surgeon-scientists. Through the Surgical Oncology 
Breast Fellowship Program, MGH is able to select the best candi-
dates from around the world and provide intensive surgical training 
in the diagnosis and treatment of patients with breast cancer and 
benign breast disease, as well as opportunities for collaborative 
clinical and basic research.

Ensuring Clean Surgical Margins
Currently, 20 to 40 percent of women nationwide have to undergo 
additional surgeries because the margins around the original re-
section are not cancer-free. Multiple surgeries lead to increased 
recovery time, greater possibility of complications, and the poten-
tial for more scarring. To avoid these added patient burdens MGH’s 
breast cancer team is developing and refining a new strategy that 
allows surgeons to determine that they have clean margins during 
the first surgery.

Understanding Metastasis
Metastasis – the spread of a cancer from one organ or part of the 
body to another – is the leading cause of cancer related mortality. 
MGH researchers are working to understand the process by which 
metastasis occurs, utilizing a novel technology developed at MGH 
that isolates rare circulating tumor cells (CTCs) from the blood of 
patients with primary tumors. These cells are precursors to cancer 
metastasis and for patients with metastatic breast cancer, CTCs 
comprise 1 in 109 cells in their blood. The CTC-chip is being further 
developed as a noninvasive tool for early disease detection and for 
monitoring response/resistance to therapy.

I/We would like to make a gift to the:

____ The ESSCO-MGH Breast Cancer Research Fund
____ The ESSCO-Slater Family Chair in Surgical Oncology
 
Amount:    □ $25,000   □ $10,000   □ $5,000
    □ $1,000      □ $500         □ $250
    □ $100         □ $50           Other $ ___________ 

Name ___________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ State _________ Zip __________

Phone (______) ___________________________________

Email ___________________________________________

□ My check is enclosed, payable to:
    The ESSCO-MGH Breast Cancer Research Fund
    The ESSCO-Slater Family Chair in Surgical Oncology

□ MasterCard      □ Visa      □ AMEX    □ Discover

Card number _____________________________________ 

Exp. date _______________

Name as it appears on card _________________________

Signature ________________________________________

□ I will make a gift through my donor advised fund.
□ My company/my spouse’s company will match my gift.

Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent provided by the law. Should you have 
any questions or wish to receive additional information about the ESSCO-MGH 
Breast Cancer Research Fund, please call (617) 726-2200.

Improving Outcomes Via Innovative Tools
The MGH breast cancer team is working closely with the MGH 
Laboratory for Quantitative Medicine to develop web-based 
tools for accurately predicting the clinical outcome of individual 
breast cancer patients, as well as for accurately estimating the 
impact of various treatment choices on that outcome. These 
tools are based on compiled patient data and designed to aid 
clinicians in reaching the best possible treatment decision for 
each patient. Researchers continue to build the breast cancer 
patient database to improve the accuracy of these tools.  
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